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It’s been operating for a couple of months, but the new home of 
Caledon OPP was officially opened Tuesday.

A host of dignitaries, including OPP Commissioner Chris Lewis, 
were on hand for the occasion.

There was much talk about partnerships and cooperation 
between the local police service, the Town and community.

Mayor Marolyn Morrison said this new modern facility reflects 
what community policing is all about.

She also said it was a former detachment commander, Inspector 
Andy Karski, who had the dream of combining that various police 
facilities in town into one.

“We used to tease him that we were going to call it the Andy 
Karski Centre of Excellence,” she joked.

Morrison added it was the current commander, Inspector Rose 
DiMarco, who took up that dream and ran with it.

The Mayor pointed to the fact that Maclean’s magazine for 
several years judged Caledon the safest community in Canada, 
and she pointed to a number of other successful programs that 

have been launched through cooperative efforts, such as Road 
Watch, the Policing Advisory Council of Caledon (PACC), the 
Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) program and the new 
GREAT program.

“Caledon’s success as a safe community is enviable,” Morrison 
declared, adding the whole community has made a commitment 
to public safety.

Referring to the new station, Morrison said it’s both energy 
efficient and cost effective.

Lewis observed that the partnerships and support the police 
enjoy locally is evident in the new station, pointing out it provides 
an environment that maintains health and safety.

“It is a beauty,” he said. “It is our biggest detachment in Ontario.”

Lewis noted representatives of other police services were on 
hand for the ceremony, including Peel Regional Police Chief 
Jennifer Evans, as well as several retired members of the Caledon 
detachment. “You’ve always been an important part of the OPP 
family, and that will never change,” he said.

Brantford’s Very Own Ventin Group (+VG Architects) 

Completes Ontario’s Largest OPP Detachment Connecting 
State-of-the-Art Technology to What Community Policing Is All About

Courtesy of the Caledon Citizen | Authored by Bill Rea



2

“We have a wonderful team,” he remarked, adding a lot of good 
work was done in the former cramped station, and then the 
detachment had to get over the stress of moving.

“This building really culminates what has been a wonderful 
relationship over many years,” Lewis observed.

“This occasion continues the long history between the Town of 
Caledon and the Ontario Provincial Police,” commented Peel 
Region Chair and CEO Emil Kolb.

He also recalled his years as a Town councillor and mayor, 
remembering the land the new station occupies used to be a farm. 
He also said the Town has always established positive working 
relationships with every detachment commander to provide the 
police service that Caledon needed.

He also praised DiMarco for her understanding of the community, 
as she follows a line of officers who believed in community policing.

“Policing is never about the bricks and mortar,” he said. “It’s all 
about the people and the community.”  DiMarco commented that 
when she came to Caledon about four years ago, she was aware 
of the community side of policing.

“The community engagement here is next to none,” she declared.

She too referred to the cramped quarters they used to have.

“There was not another square inch in the detachment for 
another officer to be assigned,” she said, adding things are a lot 
better now. And she’s been hearing the reaction from officers 
entering the new building.

“Wow,” she quoted one as saying, “it’s like a real police station 
and not a house.”

+VG Architects is a full-service architectural firm with our 
headquarters situated in Brantford, Ontario. 

Working extensively with the OPP, Provincial and Municipal 
Level Detachments, numerous Provincial Governments as 
well as Infrastructure Ontario, +VG specializes in Policing 
Facilities. During our 40+ years in business the firm has 
accumulated a combined total of approximately one 
million sq. ft. of Justice Facility Experience. 

Some OPP projects we are proudly working on or have 
recently completed are:

OPP Caledon Detachment, Caledon
OPP Community Police Facility, Shelburne
OPP Community Police Facility, Orangeville
OPP Norfolk County Detachment, Simcoe
OPP Satellite Office, Courtland
OPP Wellington County Detachment, Fergus
OPP Wellington County Detachment, Mt. Forest
OPP Wellington County Detachment, Rockwood
OPP Wellington County Detachment, Teviotdale

Please go to www.plusvg.com for more information 


